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SUBJECT: "SELOUS SCOUT" SENTENCED IN BOTSWANA 

REE: GABORONE 938 

1. JUNE 17 BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS REPORTED THAT TWO DAYS EARLIER 
ONE AMON NYATHI, PURPORTEDLY THE FIRST RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES’ "SELOUS SCOUT" TO BE TRIED IN BOTSWANA, WAS SENTENCED 
TO FOUR YEARS IN JAIL FOR KIDNAPPING. 

2. NYATHI WAS CHARGED WITH PARTICIPATING IN THE KIDNAPPING 

AND ABDUCTION TO RHODESIA OF FOUR BATSWANA, ON THREE DIFFERENT 
OCCASIONS IN LATE 1976 AND EARLY THIS YEAR. THE ACCUSED HAD 
PRESENTED HIMSELF AS A REFUGEE AT SELEBI-PIKWE, BUT WAS IDENTI- 
FIED BY THREE OF THE RETURNED ABDUCTEES (THE FOURTH IS STILL IN 
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RHODESIA) AS HAVING TAKEN PART IN THEIR KIDNAPPING. NYATHI 
REPORTEDLY EXECUTED A HANDWRITTEN CONEESSION STATEMENT 
IN WHICH HE ACKNOWLEDGED MEMBERSHIP IN THE SELOUS SCOUTS 
AND HIS PART IN THE KIDNAPPINGS. 

3. COMMENT: 
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A. THE KIDNAPPINGS OF THE FOUR BATSWANA, THE SUBSEQUENT 
TRIAL AND RELEASE OF THREE (THE JUDGE CLAIMED HE HAS NO 
JURISDICTION TO TRY BATSWANA CITIZENS FORCIBLY ABDUCTED 
TO RHODESIA), AND THEIR RETURN TO BOTSWANA HAVE BEEN 
FULLY REPORTED IN GABORONE 938 AND PREVIOUS. 

B. THERE REMAINS SOME DOUBT IN OUR MINDS 

WHETHER NYATHI WAS A FULL-FLEDGED MEMBER OF THE SUPPOSEDLY 
ELITE "SELOUS SCOUTS" ORGANIZATION. WE SUSPECT RATHER 
THAT HE WAS EMPLOYED TO HELP OUT IN SPECIFIC OPERATIONS 
BY THE SELOUS SCOUTS AGAINST BOTSWANA CITIZENS, BUT WAS 
PROBABLY NOT A FULL-TIME MEMBER OF THAT ORGANIZATION. 

END COMMENT. 
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